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UNDERSTANDING TURNITIN® REPORTS  

What is Turnitin®? 
Turnitin® is a tool that students and instructors can use to identify potential instances 
of plagiarism. When you submit your paper to Turnitin®, you will get a similarity report 
that should be reviewed carefully.  

Turnitin® is a great tool, but it is important that you understand what the Turnitin® 
report is really telling you and how to analyze that information so that you can make 
any needed adjustments to your paper. 

 

What does Turnitin® really do? 

The Turnitin® report you get is checking for similarity– and not for plagiarism exactly. Turnitin® simply 
points out sentences or phrases that are similar to works or papers that have already been published, 
submitted, or found online. Similarity is not the same as plagiarism. This is an important point to 
remember because you might have something similar in your paper to what has been published, such as 
a direct quote, but this does not always mean that you have plagiarized. If you have put quotation marks 
around that direct quote, and you’ve cited it, you have not plagiarized. Items on your references list are 
also going to show up as similar, but because these are citations, these similarities do not equal 
plagiarism.  

If Turnitin® highlights something in your paper and you have not cited it, this is when you need to look at 
those sentences closely and determine why this is similar. If it is information or wording that you have 
obtained from a source, then you need to be sure that you have properly summarized, paraphrased, or 
quoted that material and that you have cited the source. If not, it is considered plagiarizing. 

 

Analyzing your Turnitin® Report 

Let’s take a look at part of a Turnitin® report to analyze whether or not plagiarism has been committed. 

 

https://awc.ashford.edu/ap-recognizing-plagiarism.html
https://awc.ashford.edu/cd-guidelines-for-summarizing.html
https://awc.ashford.edu/cd-guidelines-for-paraphrasing.html
https://awc.ashford.edu/cd-integrating-quotes.html
https://bridgepoint.equella.ecollege.com/curriculum/file/9fce9d11-3298-48ef-ac77-12fe7d5c0577/1/In-Text%20Citation%20Helper%20A%20Guide%20to%20Making%20APA%20In-Text%20Citations.zip/story.html
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Turnitin® will highlight areas of your paper that are similar to what has already been published. The 
paragraph in this paper is all highlighted, so this shows that the entire paragraph is similar to a source. 
We can assume this is plagiarism because the student did not quote or cite this exact wording.   

In this case, the student would need to revise this paragraph to include proper paraphrasing or quoting 
techniques as well as a citation in APA format to show where this wording originally came from.  

Also, since this entire paragraph is similar to the words from a source, this indicates that the student has 
not used any of his or her own ideas and words in this paragraph. Therefore, this student needs to revise 
by adding more of their own original thought. This can be accomplished by adding a topic sentence, an 
explanation of the paraphrased or quoted material, and a concluding sentence in order to have a properly 
structured paragraph that includes original thought in addition to evidence from sources.  

 

Let’s look at just a couple more examples: 

 

Here, Turnitin® has highlighted a sentence that is similar to something that has already been published. 
We can see that the student has placed this direct quote in quotation marks and has properly cited the 
source as well. Therefore, the student does not need to revise this in any way because this is an example 
of similarity, but not of plagiarism. 

 

 

And in this example, Turnitin® has highlighted what is simply the title of an article. It makes sense that this 
is similar, but this is not an example of plagiarism, so the student does not need to revise this. 

 

Why Instructors see Different Scores than Students 

An instructor may see a higher Turnitin® score than a student, and this is because an instructor will also 
see the instances of similarity from papers that have been submitted from other students to Turnitin®, but 
students do not see instances. This gives instructors an opportunity to see if a student has purchased or 
copied parts of a paper from another student. If your instructor tells you a different score than what you 
see, this is because there are other student papers that are showing some similarities to your paper. 
Again, keep in mind that not all similarities are examples of plagiarism, such as direct quotes, or citation 
information. Be sure to submit your own work and paraphrase, quote, and cite correctly.  

https://awc.ashford.edu/essay-dev-pie-paragraph.html
https://awc.ashford.edu/essay-dev-pie-paragraph.html
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Turnitin® Report Tips to Remember 

■ Turnitin® is a tool to help you to check areas of your paper to ensure you have not plagiarized.  

■ It will not tell you that you have or have not plagiarized. 

■ It is up to you to analyze what Turnitin® highlights to establish whether or not you have 

plagiarized.  

■ A high score likely means that you need to add more of your own words and ideas to each 

paragraph.  


